Gas Information Sheet 02

Hot-tapping of consumer piping

Overview

Hot-tapping is a procedure that makes a new pipeline connection while the pipeline remains in
service, without isolating the gas supply or requiring purging.

This procedure involves attaching a branch connection and valve on the outside of an operating
pipeline, and then cutting out the pipe-line wall within the branch and removing the wall section
through the valve. This avoids product loss, emissions or disruption of service to customers.

Due to the complexity and risks associated with this type of work not all gasfitters are competent
and equipped to perform such work. As a result, prior to carrying out hot-tapping work gasfitters
must first apply to Energy Safe Victoria for authorisation to perform this work.

Legislation

Gas Safety (Gas Installation) Regulations 2018 requirement

Division 4 — Standards and requirements in relation to hot-tapping work
Regulation 22 Standards and requirements for hot-tapping work

e (1) For the purposes of section 72(1) (relating to standard of work) of the Act, it is a prescribed
requirement that a person must—

o (a) before carrying out gasfitting work that is hot-tapping work, apply to Energy Safe Victoria
for authorisation to carry out that work; and

o (b) not carry out gasfitting work that is hot-tapping work unless that work is authorised by
Energy Safe Victoria.

e (2) For the purposes of section 72(1) of the Act, the prescribed standard for carrying out gasfitting
work that is hot-tapping work is the standard determined by Energy Safe Victoria for that work in the
authorisation of that work.

e (3) This regulation applies despite anything to the contrary in Division 1

The gasfitter completing the work must submit a Gas Application via ESVConnect — GasTrac. Energy Safe
will review the application and set conditions of acceptance depending on the complexity of the installation.

If you’re new to GasTrac

Watch our series of GasTrac User videos. These short videos will show you how to register for GasTrac,
manage your details and lodge new gas applications. You can find them on our website here:

home > industry guidance > gas and pipelines > gasfitter’s toolkit > GasTrac user videos

https://www.energysafe.vic.gov.au/log/digital-services-hub/gastrac-user-videos
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https://portal.energysafe.vic.gov.au/prweb/GasTrac/app/default/tHFBfM-gUzNtH02hdQ9sq1uO2OhX-PVX*/!STANDARD
https://www.energysafe.vic.gov.au/log/digital-services-hub/gastrac-user-videos

Energy Safe Victoria

Who we are
At Energy Safe Victoria we work to keep Victoria energy safe.

We regulate the energy industry and sector to ensure generation, supply and usage uphold safety standards,
and engage with the community to raise awareness of energy safety risks.

In everything we do, we strive to deliver on our purpose to keep Victoria energy safe. Always.

www.energysafe.vic.gov.au

The currency and accuracy of this Gas Information Sheet is not guaranteed once printed or saved to a storage device.

Check Energy Safe Victoria’s website for the current version.
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